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Research Abstract: 

This Title VIII-supported field research will lead to the production of a scholarly 

monograph and other scholarly products as part of a project entitled: The Wives' Gulag: The 

Akmolinsk Camp for Wives of Traitors to the Motherland. This Soviet forced labor camp, a 

special subdivision of the Karlag camp system, held women arrested between 1937-1939 as a 

result of an NKVD (secret police) directive from August 1937 in the midst of the so-called 

"Great Terror." These women were arrested for nothing more than being the wives of men who 

were arrested and (mostly) executed for alleged treason. Combining the unusually wide array of 

memoirs from former prisoners of this camp division with official formerly top-secret archival 

documentation from the communist Party and Soviet state provides an opportunity for a thick 

historical study of women’s experiences in the Gulag—a project informed by anthropological 

and sociological approaches to the study of detained populations. 
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Research Goals: 

Many people were victimized by the Soviet state throughout the Stalin era and 

particularly during the years of the so-called Great Terror. The women of the Alzhir camp 

division were doubly victimized. First, they were among the millions who lost family members 

during these years of paranoia, family members who were rarely (if ever) guilty of any actual 

treason. The difficulties faced by family members are well-documented in memoirs—constant 

trips to different authorities trying to learn the location and fate of their loved ones, social 

discrimination from former friends who now sought to avoid contact with these politically-

tainted people, loss of jobs, place of residence, etc. Second, though, the wives of Alzhir, usually 

in the midst of this disorienting chaos, were themselves arrested, not only for a crime they did 

not commit (like their husbands) but for no crime at all other than being married to their 

husbands. 

Deemed particularly dangerous by the Soviet state, these women were to be held 

separately from the general Gulag camp population in a condition of strict isolation. Three camp 

divisions were created for this purpose, the most famous of which was Alzhir (both the Russian 

term for Algeria and in this case an acronym meaning the Akmolinsk Camp for Wives of 

Traitors to the Motherland.) The camp was located about 30 kilometers outside of the city of 

Akmolinsk (today called Astana and the capital of Kazakhstan since 1997). During the period of 

these women’s isolation from the general camp population (these special subdivisions were 

eliminated in 1939 and their prisoners integrated into the general camp population) , these 

women had an atypical Gulag experience.  Separate from the criminals known for their 
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oppression of politicals and intellectuals, these women developed important bods of friendship 

and solidarity that are not necessarily common in other Gulag locales. 

The particularities of these women's experiences have given us an opportunity to explore 

the Gulag in a new way. Almost all of these wives (some 7,000 were at some point in Alzhir) 

were married to relatively prominent Soviet officials, lived privileged lives before the camps, 

and were highly educated. They were also legally rehabilitated in large numbers in the wake of 

the 20th Party Congress and Khrushchev's "secret speech." This was a period in which many 

former Party members regained their Party membership, and in which many wrote memoirs of 

their experiences. Through the remainder of the 20th century, more and more of these women 

wrote memoirs, few of which have been published. However, the availability of a large number 

of memoirs from Gulag prisoners who were located not only in the same camp but in the same 

camp subdivision at the same time is something that is relatively rare in this labor camp system 

through which some 18 million people passed in the Stalin era. Many of the memoirists write 

about one another and write about the staff of the camp. Combined with official Soviet archival 

documentation (though limited, as discussed below), this allows the unusual opportunity to 

provide a thick account of one Gulag time and place from multiple points of view, gaining 

insights into the operation of the Gulag generally and women's experiences in the Gulag 

specifically. Providing such a thick description is the primary goal of the study. 

Research Activities: 

 Research for this project began even before the Title VIII-sponsored field research, as 

significant materials from the central Soviet archives have been microfilmed and are available in 
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numerous North American libraries. (I have worked with these materials at Harvard University 

and Stanford University. The Library of Congress, unfortunately, only has a partial collection.) 

Included in this collection and relevant for this project are the vast majority of the central Gulag 

administration archive and a small portion of materials from the central offices of the 

Prokuratura (prosecutor) for the Soviet Union. A small amount of additional work remains with 

these archival materials and will be completed this summer and this coming fall. 

 Significant critical research was completed during the three and one-half months 

supported by American Councils and Title VIII. Here I will discuss these in the chronological 

order that the research was completed. 

 The first stage (and a short final stage) of the research trip took me to Moscow, Russia, 

where I worked primarily in four locations. First, I worked in the archives of the International 

Memorial Society, looking primarily at their collection of personal materials and unpublished 

memoirs from former prisoners. Memorial was founded in the late 1980s for, among other 

purposes, the preservation of the memory of Stalinist oppression. Their collections are personal 

material from former prisoners is unparalleled. Many of these materials come from former 

prisoners at Alzhir. Fortunately, Memorial is quite liberal with allowing one to make copies of 

materials, so work there went significantly more quickly than I had initially budgeted. I have 

approximately a dozen memoirs from Memorial along with a small collection of letters, 

photographs, interviews, and other personal material that will prove the critical backbone of the 

book. Memorial has also been involved with the collection of oral history testimonies, 
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particularly from the children of Alzhir prisoners. Unfortunately, they proved unwilling to allow 

me to see these materials stating that they were still being worked on by their staff. 

Second, I worked at the Russian State Library (Leninka), where I was able to access a 

few specific publications on the Karlag system that are not available in any research library in 

North America (and thus are completely unavailable at this time outside of the former Soviet 

Union). Included in this was a three-volume collection of Karlag memoirs and about half of these 

memoirs were from Alzhir prisoners. (I was later able to acquire my own copies of these 

volumes from the editors in Kazakhstan.) This added another ten memoirs to my collection. I 

was also able to look at an album published on Karlag that included short biographical 

information and photographs of another thirty-five Alzhir prisoners. Finally, I visited the 

newspaper repository located outside of Moscow in Khimki, where I reviewed local newspapers 

from around Akmolinsk during the period under consideration in this book, and newspapers from 

the late Soviet era when a number of articles first began to appear specifically on the subject of 

Alzhir. 

Third, in Moscow, I worked in the State Archive of the Russian Federation (GARF) 

where I looked through materials of the NKVD, Prokuratura, and Ministry of Justice. Materials 

at GARF on Alzhir were sparse, as is no surprise from a subdivision of a local institution of a 

camp system that held some 2,000,000 prisoners during this time period. However, I was able to 

find a few key laws governing these women's arrests and terms in camps, along with a number of 

materials that will enable a further contextualization of the story. 
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Finally, in Moscow, I worked in the Russian State Archive of Socio-Political History 

(RGASPI), where I was able to access materials of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union. 

While materials of Communist Party organs had little to offer directly to this beyond the few 

things that have already been published, the archive also holds a collection of unpublished 

memoirs sent to the Central Committee in response to Khrushchev’s efforts at de-Stalinization. 

One of these is a 1,000-plus page memoir of a former Alzhir prisoner that will be one of the most 

important for the book project. 

After some two months in Moscow, I headed to Astana, Kazakhstan. In Astana, I worked 

at the Alzhir Museum--located some 500 meters from the former location of Alzhir's barracks 

and in the field that once held an apple orchard planted by the women prisoners. The museum's 

staff was incredibly accommodating and made the entirety of their collections available to me. 

These collections included letters from former Alzhir prisoners and the former Alzhir assistant 

chief, photographs, artwork, interviews, newspaper clippings, memoirs, documentary films, etc. 

They also gave me access to three books in some way related to Alzhir that are not available in 

other library systems. Museum staffers were absolutely incredible people, and they allowed me 

to ride in an employee van from the city of Astana out to the museum each day and even allowed 

me to check out materials at the end of the day. As such, much like the work at Memorial, I 

found that I could accomplish a great deal in a very short period of time. 

After two weeks, I departed for Karaganda, Kazakhstan. Work in Karaganda changed 

significantly from what was originally planned—in some ways positively, in some negatively. I 

had originally intended to spend some six or seven weeks in Karaganda to work through the 
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archive of the Karlag camp system. I had worked with these materials in 2000 for my first book, 

and I know they contain a significant amount of material on the operation of the Alzhir 

subdivision. Unfortunately, I began to receive hints somewhere around one year ago that the 

archive was possibly closed to scholars. During the course of my research trip, I confirmed that 

to be the case. The closure of the Karlag archive is a bit of a mystery still, though I have been 

asking questions about it. One informant (without direct knowledge) speculated that a particular 

unnamed Kazakh oligarch had gone to the archive looking for information on a family member 

killed during the terror and discovered that other family members had engaged in denunciation, 

informing, etc. This informant suggested that the oligarch used his influence to get the archive 

closed to keep this information secret. I have no way to confirm the story. Others claimed to 

have heard that the archive was long ago sent to Moscow. This, of course, I know to be untrue 

since I worked with the materials in Karaganda in 2000. Others claim it is undergoing a process 

of declassification (the materials had not been technically declassified in 2000 though permission 

for scholars to use the materials had been obtained) and organization (the materials had no 

indexing system at all in 2000). However, when questioned, nobody knows of any date or even 

any plan to actually reopen the archive. As the writing of the book progresses, it will be 

incumbent upon me to continue to monitor the situation and somehow arrange a return trip 

should it become available. Surprisingly, some scholars in Kazakhstan who do research on the 

history of Karlag seemed to not even know that the archive had once been available. It was 

shocking that some scholars who are very actively engaged in the study of Karlag had no idea 

that the materials were once available in Karaganda. I was glad to be able to correct their 
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knowledge on this question. Hopefully my presence and persistent questioning about the archive 

will lead some local scholars to bring pressure for its reopening. 

This has left me with some difficulties that will change the book, but the other materials I 

have uncovered are so rich that the project is still worth completion and will prove quite 

important in our understanding of the day-to-day operation of the Gulag system and women’s 

experiences within it. In addition, I have a number of ways to work around the absence of the 

Karlag administration archival material. First, I have a great deal of copied material from the 

Karlag archive from my 2000 trip and will use those to provide context for the memoirs (even 

though I have little directly on Alzhir). Second, a selection of Karlag administration materials 

was published in German translation. Furthermore, a very small number of archival documents 

specifically related to Alzhir have been published across several different Russian collections. 

Third, I will thoroughly mine the central Gulag archive for use on the project. Although 

materials specifically on Alzhir are sparse, these will also provide necessary contextualization 

for the memoir literature. 

On the positive side, I became well-acquainted with a team of scholars (four total) at 

Karaganda Bolashak University who have been intensively studying various forced labor 

detention institutions in the Karaganda region over the course of the last seven or eight years. 

They have published numerous books on Karlag, World War II POWs of various nationalities, 

exiled peoples, and other labor camps in the region. These scholars have tremendous institutional 

support, as the rector of Karaganda Bolashak University heads up the project. They have taken 

research trips across Kazakhstan and to Moscow to gather materials for their research, and they 
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were kind enough to make all materials available to me. I spent two weeks working with them 

and was able to gather a tremendous amount of additional material not only for this project but 

potentially for several other future projects on such things as the Steplag special camp system, 

the system of prosecutors inside labor camps, etc. We have also talked about future cooperation 

on publication including the possible translation of my first book (and hopefully the Alzhir book, 

when it is finished) into Russian and Kazakh. 

The Bolashak team also took me on a visit to the new Karlag Museum in the little village 

of Dolinka, some forty kilometers outside the city of Karaganda. This block-long two-story (plus 

basement) neo-classical building, the former administration headquarters for the Karlag system, 

was abandoned, crumbling, and boarded up when I visited Dolinka in 2006. It has since been 

completely rehabbed and turned into probably the largest Gulag museum in the world. All three 

stories are in use with exhibits on a wide variety of subjects related to Karlag and the history of 

Soviet repression more generally Unfortunately for my current purposes, and perhaps because of 

the existence of the Alzhir museum, little was devoted to the history of Alzhir. However, I was 

able to make contacts with the Karlag Museum staff which may prove helpful should the Karlag 

archive reopen in the future.  

The final stage of the research took me back to Moscow, where I looked up a few things I 

had found reference to in Kazakhstan and finished up the last of the research discussed above. 

Important Research Findings: 
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The nature of my research process means that I have relatively little to report at the 

present time in terms of findings. My practice has been to focus on gathering as much material as 

possible while out of the country and to then spend more time reviewing and thinking about the 

materials after I return. This allows me to be as efficient as possible while out of the country (and 

thus to get home to my family as soon as possible.) In this case, I brought back pages of notes, 

digital copies of a dozen documentary films/oral interviews, and thousands of photographs and 

photocopies of archival documents, typescript and handwritten memoirs, letters, interview 

transcripts. Careful review of these materials will be the primary work of the next period of the 

project. 

However, I can offer a few thoughts about the project and where the research will fit into 

its final outlines. As 1937 dawned, Tamara Tanina lived the privileged life of the Soviet elite. 

Married to an assistant of then-Moscow city Communist Party boss Nikita Khrushchev, she 

avoided the privation and shortages suffered by the typical citizen of Joseph Stalin’s 

industrializing economy. Tanina’s life included privileged access to special shops where 

shortages did not apply, weekends at a dacha country house, and vacations in special resorts for 

the privileged elite. Soon, however, her privileged position became a liability, for a year later, 

Tanina’s husband had been arrested and executed, and she suffered the brutality and indignity of 

life in Alzhir. What “crime” had brought her to such a place? Tamara Tanina, like thousands of 
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others, was arrested as “a family member of a traitor to the motherland.” In other words, she was 

arrested merely for being her husband’s wife.1 

Anglo-American jurisprudence has long held that guilt by association will not survive 

legal challenge. In the Soviet Union, Stalin himself had famously declared that “the son does not 

answer for the father.” Yet, these were little more than words. In the midst of Stalin’s so-called 

“Great Terror,” many people were arrested for no crime other than belonging to the family of 

those deemed “enemies of the people.” On August 15, 1937, the Soviet secret police 

promulgated order no. 00486 authorizing the arrest of Soviet citizens dubbed ChSIR--Chlen 

Semei Izmennikov Rodiny (Member of the Family of Traitors to the Motherland). For belonging 

to the wrong family, ChSIR received labor camp sentences not less than five to eight years. A 

great many of these “family members” were wives of the Soviet Union’s cultural and political 

elite, and order no. 00486 commanded that they spend their labor camp sentences in special 

camp subdivisions, segregated from the general camp population. 

 Soviet authorities established three special Gulag labor camp subdivisions for these 

“wives”—the most famous of which sat in Kazakhstan and was dubbed Alzhir by its inmates. 

The female prisoners of Alzhir performed a wide variety of economic tasks but the division’s 

primary project was the construction and operation of a major textile factory that primarily 

produced clothing for the Red Army. These female prisoners carried out all aspects of the project 

from architectural and engineering design to construction and ultimately operation of the factory. 

                                                           
1 Tamara Tanina’s unpublished memoir V te gody (In Those Years) is held by the Russian State Archive of Socio-
Political History. 
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As a special segregated subdivision, Alzhir existed for less than two years and was dismantled as 

the Great Terror waned and its inmates were integrated into the general camp population. 

The Wives’ Gulag will explore, among other issues, how an elite group of women coped 

with a radical change in life’s fortunes, dropped from a life of privilege into the hell of the 

Gulag. Drawing upon previous scholarship on the Soviet forced labor camp system, including 

my own, the book will examine the similarities and differences of elite women’s experience in 

the Gulag with that of men and non-elite women. This will allow the book to speak to scholarly 

understandings of privilege and gender in Stalin’s Soviet Union. Further, a careful examination 

of these women’s published and unpublished memoirs, letters, and recorded interviews will 

allow a close examination of how these women remembered their camp lives from social 

organization to economic activity, from ethics and morality to friendships, conflict, and love. 

 My purpose in writing this history is twofold: to tell a complex story of the Soviet Gulag 

in a way that is accessible to general readers, and to provide a careful reconsideration of 

women’s lives in the Gulag in such a way as to address an array of interpretive issues in the 

overlapping fields of Soviet, Gulag, 20th century European, women’s, and penal/detention 

history. 

 The book will be structured around the lives of three Alzhir prisoners: Galina Semenova, 

the chief architect of the Alzhir garment factory; Marianna Antsis, the director of that factory; 

and Tamara Tanina, an employee of the factory. These three women each left extensive 

unpublished memoir accounts of their Alzhir experience. Supplemented by the reminiscences of 
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many other Alzhir prisoners and integrated into the official archival record, the focus on the lives 

of these three women provides an accessible entrée into Soviet and Gulag history for the general 

reader. Studies of the Gulag have to this point tended toward the sprawling, filled with a plethora 

of unfamiliar names and places. Focused around a few key characters in one location over a short 

period of time, The Wives’ Gulag should allow the reader unfamiliar with Russian and Soviet 

history to grasp the complexity and difficulties of life in a Soviet forced labor camp. 

At the same time, the focus on Alzhir allows for a new approach to Gulag history. As the 

women prisoners of Alzhir were largely elite women, highly-educated and literate, we have 

perhaps more published and unpublished memoirs from Alzhir survivors than from any other 

similarly chronologically and geographically compact locale in Gulag history. This will allow 

me to use an “anthropological” approach, offering a thick study of a particular Gulag time and 

place, something thus far impossible to do. While we have scores of memoirs from former Gulag 

prisoners, some 18 million prisoners passed through the many hundreds of subdivisions of the 

Gulag in the Stalin era. As a result, it has been rare to have multiple memoirs from the same time 

and place. We only have multiple memoirs in the cases of the famed post-Stalin Gulag uprisings, 

the scientific Gulag research institutes chronicled in Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn’s The First Circle, 

and Alzhir. In the uprisings, we find memoirists writing about decidedly unusual events in Gulag 

history.2 In the scientific Gulag, we find an institution quite unlike the typical Gulag experience. 

Only in Alzhir do we find a large number of memoirs from one time and one place in a relatively 

                                                           
2 For an attempt to use one such uprising to understand the post-Stalin Gulag, see my “In a Manner Befitting Soviet 
Citizens: An Uprising in the Post-Stalin Gulag,” Slavic Review, Vol. 64, No. 4 (2005) and Death and Redemption: 
The Gulag and the Shaping of Soviet Society, (Princeton, 2011), ch. 6. 
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normal Gulag labor camp. This will allow a much deeper look at Gulag society, evaluation of the 

ways different prisoners remember the experience, and a careful consideration of the differing 

picture of the Gulag that emerges from memoir and official documentation. 

Although a few scholars have written about Alzhir, generally as a small part of a much 

larger work, no author has yet looked at this camp division as a way to fundamentally reassess 

women’s experience in the Gulag and by extension in the Soviet Union at large. As I argued in 

Death and Redemption, the political practices, identities and social hierarchies of the Soviet 

Union at large were replicated in the Gulag. As such, to study the operation of Gulag society 

reveals a great deal about Soviet society itself. My working hypothesis, stated rather simply then, 

is that a deep study of women’s experiences in the Gulag will offer significant insights into 

women’s roles and the shape of gender identities and dynamics in Stalin’s Soviet Union. 

The resultant book will offer an important addition to our knowledge of the operation of 

repression and violence in the Stalin era while challenging the field of Soviet history to 

reconsider the role of women, the construction of gender identities, and the shaping of privilege 

in the years of the Great Terror. Further, as Judith Pallot and Laura Piacentini have shown in a 

new book in penal sociology, the Gulag experience continues to shape identities, social 

hierarchies, and penal practices in the post-Soviet countries today.3 From high-profile cases like 

Pussy Riot to the everyday experience of female prisoners, a deeper understanding of the Soviet 

penal past will only enhance our understanding of the post-Soviet penal systems today. 

                                                           
3 Judith Pallot and Laura Piacentini, Gender, Geography, and Punishment: The Experience of Women in Carceral 
Russia, (Oxford, 2012). 
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The Wives’ Gulag will be based on careful readings of official Soviet archival 

documentation on the forced labor Gulag camp system, 25-30 unpublished memoirs, and scores 

of letters, interviews, and newspaper articles about former prisoners. My initial plan is for a book 

with two sections. The first five chapters will provide an essentially narrative and chronological 

account of the history of Alzhir. Chapter 1: From Privilege to Prison will look at the positions 

these women occupied prior to their arrests. Chapter 2: On Etap: Cattle Car Punishment will 

look at the process of geographic separation as part and parcel of Gulag punishment. Chapter 3: 

Working in Alzhir will look at labor in Alzhir with a special focus on the construction and 

operation of the Alzhir garment factory. Chapter 4: Alzhir Society will look at the formation of 

social relationships of conflict and friendship in Alzhir. Chapter 5: After Alzhir will look at the 

experience of transfer to general Gulag camp divisions after the closure of the special Alzhir 

division. 

The last five chapters will provide a series of essays on aspects of Gulag history that are 

revealed through close study of Alzhir. Chapter 6: Art and Culture in the Gulag will look at the 

amazing array of cultural activity in Alzhir from visual art exhibitions to performing art troupes. 

Chapter 7: The Alzhir Prisoner as Decembrist Wife: On the Shape of Gulag Memory will look at 

the remarkable phenomenon in which Alzhir prisoners tried to remember their lives as akin to 

the wives of Decembrists, those women who voluntarily went to Siberia with their punished 

husbands, the failed Russian revolutionaries of 1825. The chapter will also look at other 

historical and cultural antecedents that shaped the Alzhir memoir. Chapter 8: Ethical Life in the 

Gulag will draw on the insights of Tzvetan Todorov’s Facing the Extreme to consider the way 
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prisoners shaped ethical and moral life in the camps. Chapter 9: Gender in and out of the Gulag 

will draw together all of the preceding material into a careful consideration of what the study of 

Alzhir can tell us about gender in the Soviet Union and in the post-Soviet republics today. 

Chapter 10: Remembering Alzhir will look at the ways Alzhir is being remembered in post-

Soviet Kazakhstan and Russia today through documentary film and the Museum of Alzhir. 

Policy Implications and Recommendations:  

 It is quite simply too soon to draw conclusions related to policy recommendations that 

will emerge from this work. Although a number of key portions of the book will deal specifically 

with policy relevant topics, I cannot yet draw broad conclusions. Nonetheless, allow me to point 

to the areas that will most likely see benefit from this study. 

 First, careful review of the way that Kazakhstan has approached the memory of Soviet-

era repression will prove quite telling. It is a rather mixed picture. On the one hand, for those of 

us who advocate an open, truthful account of the past, Kazakhstan offers much in its favor. The 

Kazakhstani government initiated and offered tremendous financial support for the construction 

of the Alzhir and Karlag museums. President Nursultan Nazarbayev even attended the opening 

of the Alzhir Museum where he spoke eloquently of the importance of remembering the past. 

However, two notes of caution emerge from this. First, as is obvious by the Kazakhstani 

government’s human rights record and in particular its repression of strikers in Zhanaozen in 

2011, remembering past human rights abuses is no guarantee for the prevention of future human 

rights abuses. Second, the Soviet past in these museums is being used for Kazakh nationalist 

purposes. For example, while just over 1% of Alzhir prisoners were ethnically Kazakh, nearly 
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every display board in the Alzhir Museum includes the story of at least one ethnically Kazakh 

prisoner. In addition, the Alzhir Museum and the Karlag Museum both engage in a narrative that 

ties together the histories of the repression of the Kazakh intelligentsia, the Kazakh famine, the 

Gulag in Kazakhstan, Soviet nuclear testing in Kazakhstan, and the 1986 ethnic violence in 

Kazakhstan. All of these are used to show a consistent Soviet repression of specifically 

ethnically Kazakh peoples. Although this is undoubtedly true, it certainly privileges the Kazakh 

story over all those other ethnic groups in Kazakhstan who were themselves victims of Soviet 

repression. Furthermore, as the closure of the Karlag archive (and the ongoing classification of a 

great deal of archival material from the Soviet era) shows, openness is far from the only way to 

classify the Kazakhstani approach to this past. (A few photos from the two museums are 

included below.) 

 Second, I think the final project will prove quite telling in terms of the ongoing Soviet 

legacies in two spheres: 1) penal policies in post-Soviet Kazakhstan and 2) gender identities and 

attitudes toward women. Following the key examples from the above-cited work of Piacentini 

and Pallot, we will undoubtedly learn a great deal about these issues today through careful study 

of the Soviet past. 

Co-Curricular Activity:  

I had a brief meeting with Cultural Affairs staff at the U.S. Embassy in Astana, 

Kazakhstan. In addition, I gave a lecture and had a seminar with students on the history of the 

Gulag at the Nazarbayev University in Astana, Kazakhstan. Some 120 people attended the public 
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lecture, mostly students, and about 10 students and a few faculty were specially invited to the 

seminar. 

Conclusions: 

Although women comprised a significant portion of the Soviet forced labor camp 

population throughout its history and in spite of their overwhelming presence among the Gulag’s 

memoirists, women’s experiences in the Gulag have been relatively little studied. This project 

will offer a focused, locally-grounded study of a single, high-profile women’s forced labor camp 

at the height of Stalin’s Great Terror as a way of better understanding women’s position in 

Soviet society at large along with official and popular understandings of gender identities and 

relationships. Without the critical support of Title VIII and the American Councils, this study 

would never have been possible. 

Plans for Future Research Agenda/ Presentations and Publications: 
 

The primary publication agenda will be the completion of a historical monograph to be 

published by a university press. I have already had discussions with history acquisition editors at 

Oxford University Press and Cambridge University Press, and both indicated an interest in the 

manuscript when complete. In addition, it is expected that several shorter pieces will appear on 

Russian History Blog (http://russianhistoryblog.org) and in academic journals like Kritika, Slavic 

Review, and Russian Review. Further, the research will be presented at a variety of conferences 

and meetings of scholarly associations including the Association for Slavic, East European, and 

Eurasian Studies (ASEEES), the Southern Conference on Slavic Studies (SCSS), the American 

Historical Association (AHA), and others. Two presentations on the research are already 

http://russianhistoryblog.org/
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scheduled: a presentation on historical memory of the Gulag in Kazakhstan that will be part of a 

two-day symposium on Legacies of the Gulag and the Memory of Stalinism at the NIOD 

Institute for War, Holocaust and Genocide Studies in Amsterdam this coming November; and a 

general presentation on the history of Alzhir in the spring of 2014 at the British Association for 

Slavonic and East European Studies (BASEES) at Cambridge University. 
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Photographs 
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  Lecturing at 
Nazarbayev University, Astana, Kazakhstan
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20 Below at the Alzhir Museum, Outside Astana, Kazakhstan 
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With historian Nurshat Zhumadilova of Karaganda Bolashak University at the Karlag 
Museum, Dolinka, Kazakhstan 
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Outside the entrance of the former headquarters of the Karlag labor camp, now the Karlag 
Museum, Dolinka, Kazakhstan 
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