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I. Project goals 

My dissertation research trip to St. Petersburg, Russia between January and April 2007 was 

funded by a Title VII Research Scholar award.  The goal of my trip was to research philosophical 

movements and trends in perestroika and the post-Soviet period, while simultaneously improving my 

language skills so as to be able to publish scholarly articles on philosophy in the Russian language.  Of 

particular interest to me were the large number of philosophical publications (journals, manuscripts, 

previously unpublished works, etc.) that were released in the late eighties and early nineties, most of 

which ceased to exists after a few years—after the post-Soviet “philosophical boom” subsided.   

 

II. Summary of project results 

  Not only was I able to realize all the initial goals of my research, but the four months I spent 

collecting materials and studying Russian in St. Petersburg proved to be even more lucrative than I 

imagined: 

 

A. Language 

My individual language classes at the Herzen State University in Russian grammar and stylistics 

were excellent.  The instructors at Herzen worked with me on my academic writing in Russian and my 

command of Russian philosophical language has noticeably improved over the past four months.   

Initially I thought that ten hours of language instruction per week would not be enough, but after the first 

week, when my research and meetings began, I found that more hours of language instruction would have 

been difficult to keep up with.   
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B. Research 

During my first week in the city my contact at ACTR in St. Petersburg, Diana Semenova, 

arranged a meeting for me with several philosophy professors.  These invaluable contacts served as an 

important initial step in my research and led to my participation in several conferences and roundtables 

over the course of the semester. 

As my texts were primarily the philosophers themselves, I spent only a portion of my time in 

archives.  When I was not in classes I was either attending university conferences, lectures, or meeting 

with philosophers.  This allowed me to gauge the current direction of contemporary Russian philosophical 

thought and research thinkers who have not yet been written on and whose work is not yet translated 

and/or in Western libraries.  I also spent much of my time working with texts: the materials I looked at 

were perestroika-era or post-Soviet journals and publications that were released in small print-runs and 

therefore cannot be found in the public libraries.  Thus, I conducted most of this research in the libraries 

of individual philosophy departments.  Many of the journals I researched ceased to exist after only a few 

issues, making this information nearly impossible to gather outside of Russia.  

During my stay in St. Petersburg I took two week-long trips to Moscow.  While in Moscow I 

spent my time in the Philosophy departments of Moscow State University, The University of the 

Friendship of the Peoples, and the Institute of Philosophy (Russian Academy of Sciences).  Here I was 

able to read texts that were not available to me in St. Petersburg, met with important thinkers in the field, 

attended several lectures and conferences, and was able to gauge the differences between Moscow and St. 

Petersburg regarding Russian scholars’ opinions on the state of their contemporary philosophy. 

During my productive stay in St. Petersburg I completed two academic publications in the field of 

contemporary Russian philosophy, both in the Russian language.  I also participated as an invited speaker 

at two round-tables (both on the theme of “Russian Philosophy and Utopia”) and gave a talk to the 

undergraduate students of the Herzen State University’s Department of Philosophy on my research and on 

the study of Russian philosophy in the West. 
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C. Future directions 

As a result of my research I am currently working on completing one more publication in the 

field of Russian philosophy, in the Russian language, which I anticipate will be published in August of 

2007.  In addition, I will be presenting a paper on the findings of my research on a panel entitled “Post-

Soviet Russian Philosophy” that I have organized for the 2007 meeting of the AAASS (Association for 

the Advancement of Slavic Studies) conference.  Having collected enough material, I will be spending the 

2007-2008 academic year writing my dissertation. 

 

III. American Councils for International Education 

 All pre-departure preparations and arrangements upon arrival went smoothly.  The stipend check, 

visa, insurance information, and the rest of the pre-departure materials arrived timely.  Similarly, in 

country-support was excellent and my ACTR contact drew up archive/library access letters very 

promptly, upon request.  My only suggestion for improvement is regarding the ACTR HIV/AIDS test 

policy.  I ended up having to get two HIV/AIDS tests, having been told by the Washington office that I 

must get the test before my departure and then arriving to find out that only a Russian-administered test is 

accepted.  It does not seem logical to require a test of participants before they leave, seeing as they will 

need to get another one within a week of their arrival to Russia.    

  

IV. Conclusions 

 My semester in St. Petersburg was both enjoyable and immensely productive.  The research I 

collected and the contacts I made are invaluable to my dissertation and without these four months in 

Russia I would not yet be able to begin writing.  I would like to thank ACTR—both those working in 

Washington and in St. Petersburg—for their academic, administrative, and financial support of my 

project.  

 

  


