
American Councils Title VIII Research Scholar Program 
Final Report 

Azamat Junisbai 
6/18/2007 

 
Research Progress 

My dissertation has several interrelated objectives: (1) to identify the factors 

determining the level of support for different principles of distributive justice in Kyrgyzstan 

and Kazakhstan; (2) to identify the predictors of support for the welfare state in the two 

countries; (3) to examine the impact of distributive justice attitudes on welfare state attitudes; 

and (4) to compare the data from the two countries with each other, as well as with existing 

data from other countries. 

To achieve these objectives, I worked with local survey research organizations in 

Bishkek and Almaty to organize public opinion surveys in Kyrgyzstan and Kazakhstan.  

There were 1000 and 1100 face-to-face interviews conducted in Kyrgyzstan and Kazakhstan, 

respectively.1   In designing my questionnaire, I combined translated and pre-tested questions 

originally employed as part of the International Social Justice Project (ISJP) in Russia in 1996 

with questions from the Social Inequality module of the International Social Survey Program 

(ISSP) and the World Values Survey (WVS), both administered in Russia in 1999.  

The use of well-established questions (a) enabled theoretically intriguing comparisons 

of data collected in Central Asia to existing datasets originating elsewhere and (b) helped 

ensure reliable and valid measurement.  All non-institutionalized adults aged 18 and older 

were eligible for participation in the survey. Retrospective questions were asked only of those 

35 and older. The questionnaire was answerable within 45-60 minutes. 

The most time-consuming and challenging parts of the process were: 

1) before the surveys were launched in both countries -- sample design. 

                                                 
1 In addition to support from the American Councils Title VIII Research Scholar Program, this study was funded 
in part by a Dissertation Improvement Grant from the National Science Foundation (Proposal # 0703222).    
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2) after the surveys were completed -- quality control and coding of the open-ended items 

in the questionnaires.       

 Working out the methodological aspects of the study has taken several months.  

Undoubtedly, rigorous sample design is one of the most formidable obstacles faced by 

researchers organizing nationally representative surveys in Central Asia. Because telephone 

coverage in most rural areas is scarce at best, face-to-face interviews must be used. However, 

because existing lists of adult residents, such as voter lists and address books, are outdated 

and incomplete, a sample of households, rather than a sample of individuals, is normally used. 

Yet, a comprehensive national list of households is not available in either country.  

Due to these constraints, the most widely used method for obtaining nationally 

representative data in both countries is a multistage stratified probability sample of 

households.  The first stage involves selection of cities/towns/villages from the existing list of 

settlements available from the State Statistical Agencies of both countries. All settlements are 

first classified into groups (strata) defined by region and population size.  Within each region, 

settlements are classified into three sub-strata: large urban (oblast capitals), other urban (other 

towns), and rural. Within each region, a number of settlements from each sub-strata is 

randomly selected. The number of interviews to be conducted in each settlement is 

determined by its population size. After the settlements in which the interviews will be 

conducted are selected, households are chosen using the random route sample method.  Once 

a household has been identified, respondent selection is made using the most recent/next 

birthday method.  

Quality control in Kazakhstan involved follow-up telephone calls to respondents to 

ascertain whether interviews actually took place and whether all methodological procedures 

were observed.  In Kyrgyzstan, quality control procedures consisted of follow-up visits to 
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10% of all respondents.  This provided an opportunity to ensure (a) that interviews took place 

and (b) that interviewers followed all the respondent selection guidelines.    

 
American Councils 

I probably required somewhat less assistance than is typically the case, since I needed 

neither visa support nor assistance with institutional affiliation, and made my own housing 

arrangements.  Nonetheless, American Councils’ office in Bishkek has been very helpful in 

arranging airport transportation, providing reliable internet access, and preparing a letter 

which facilitated harassment-free passage through the customs in Bishkek’s Manas airport.  

These seemingly small (but important) things made my stay in Kyrgyzstan much more 

pleasant and safe than it would have been otherwise.  

 
Future Plans 

Now that I have collected the data for my dissertation, I will begin to clean the 

datasets, translate variable and label names into English, and otherwise prepare the data for 

various types of statistical analyses.  I am pleased to report that I have been awarded the 

SSRC Eurasia Dissertation Write-up Fellowship for the 2007-2008 academic year.  This 

fellowship will provide me with an opportunity to fully devote my time and energy to making 

sense of the data and writing the dissertation during this critical juncture in my graduate 

career.  

It is my hope that answers to the questions posed in my dissertation should both enrich 

understanding of distributive justice and welfare state attitudes within the field of sociology 

and be of genuine interest to post-Soviet and Central Asia experts. I plan to submit empirical 

chapters of the dissertation for publication in major area studies and sociological journals and, 

ultimately, publish the results of the study as a book. 


